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The Gospels make explicit God’s Word to us, through the teachings of Jesus Christ.
We are disciples of Jesus.
Gospel: Luke 15: 1-32
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‘What man among you with a hundred sheep, losing one, would not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the missing one till he found it? And when he found it, would he not joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, when he got home, call together his friends and neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” he would say “I have found my sheep that was lost.” In the same way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety-nine virtuous men who have no need of repentance.
‘Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if she lost one, light a lamp and sweep out the house and search thoroughly till she found it? And then, when she had found it, call together her friends and neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” she would say “I have found the drachma I lost.” In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing among the angels of God over one repentant sinner.’
He also said, ‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to me.” So the father divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery.
‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid servants.” So he left the place and went back to his father.
‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate.
‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about. “Your brother has come” replied the servant “and your father has killed the calf we had fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his father, “Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property – he and his women – you kill the calf we had been fattening.”
‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it was only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.”

In Summary
[image: See the source image]God is merciful and rejoices when “the lost” are found.
The pesky Pharisees and scribes fear Jesus and complain that Jesus associates with the outcasts of society and sinners. So, Jesus tells them three parables:

The first parable is the parable of the shepherd who searches for his missing sheep. The shepherd rejoices with his friends and neighbours, when he finds his lost sheep and returns the lost sheep to the flock. In the same way, God rejoices when “the lost” are found and return to His “flock.”

The second parable, is the parable of the poor woman who would not give up until she finds her lost coin and rejoices when she finds the coin. In the same way, God is compassionate and will not give up on those who are lost and He is joyous, when a sinner repents and returns to Him.

The third parable is the parable of the Prodigal Son. The loving father is the centre of this parable. The patient father waits and hopes for his son’s return. On the son’s return, the father is compassionate and forgives His son and rejoices. The parable does not end here, rather, it makes one more point about the older son's reaction. This son who never left (and just like the Pharisees and scribes Jesus is speaking to) is righteous and is angry, when the wayward son is forgiven by the father, and is unwilling to join in the celebrations. Here Jesus’ message is that God’s compassion extends to the righteous, as well as, to the sinner, who repents and returns to Him. 

When we are lost, God does not give up on us - instead, God offers us forgiveness. God rejoices when we repent and return to Him!
 
                                                            Parish Worship Schedule 
A parish is a community of disciples of Jesus, who gather to celebrate the Mass and to “live the Gospel.” We are a community of Jesus’ disciples and our church is here for our collective and individual worship and prayers. We welcome the faithful to our Mass, or, to light a candle at our Marian chapel, or, to just pray in silence; and to grow spiritually.

Mass Times 			                                         Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu & Fri	        8.00 am (the Rosary after)
                                                                  Saturday 	                                      6.00 pm
Mass Times				           	                            Sunday                                          9.30 am
Reconciliation                                        Saturday night                             5.15 – 5.45 pm                                                                  
Anointing of the Sick		                          Liaise with Fr Greg
Baptisms, marriages and funerals     Liaise with Fr Greg

                                                          Our Prayers of the Faithful
In our parish prayers of the faithful, we pray to the Lord, to help and comfort our sick and suffering. We also pray for the souls of our recently departed, as well as, for those whose anniversaries, we remember at Mass today.

Prayers for Our Sick and Suffering 
Betsy De Wass, Frank De Luis, Nigel, Christina Sim, Maria Marshall, Claire Webster, Ivan Fletcher, Fabian Edmunds, Celia, Crowley family, Joe Sundaram, Thilak, Diana Scully, Bluey Thompson, Celeste Vicensoni, Carla, Annette, Joe Gibson, Georgina and Ronnie Ghosh, Gemma Altieri, Fred Kara,  Reg Brown, Mary & Derrick Jansen, Marie Webster Viola,  Gerry and Maisie Prendergast, James Rydqvist, Annie Magdalena Rydqvist, Anne Rydqvist, Dr Andrew Chilufya Snr, Robbie Iliffe, Donna Green, Horatio Hill, Ilean Wright, Cathy and Peter Ghouse, Jimmy Olivero, Kaye McIntyre, Jeff and Tony Francis, Fr Andre, Sheila Vanwieringan, CD Joseph, Marina Lim, Wendy Price, Julie Pinto, Christopher Jaffer, Yianni Donato, Bonnie Sullivan, Joslyn De Sylva and Philomena Rodrigues.

Anniversaries of our Beloved Departed
Bert Creemers (08 Sep), Ethel Paley (09 Sep), James King (09 Sep), Anthony Theruviparambil (12 Sep), Norman Borthwick (12 Sep), Allan de Souza (14 Sep), Marlene Gibson (14 Sep), Rosaria Spadano (14 Sep) and all our departed relatives and friends.
Jesus assured Martha at the tomb of Lazarus: “I am the Resurrection and the life; whoever believes in Me will live even though he dies” (John 11: 25-26).
Note: Parishioners may email Cliff at: cliffordgerard@bigpond.com, for any additions (or deletions) to our lists of sick, recently deceased and anniversaries, whom you wish to be included in our “Prayers of the Faithful.”  
Everyone has a name, and if we are to pray for them, we should say their name.

We Welcome “God’s Little Children” to Our Mass
People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Mk 10: 13-14.

Activity sheets and colour pencils, are available at the rear of the church, to occupy the children during Mass. Parents may even pin their child’s work on the noticeboard (when space is available) for others to appreciate their efforts.
 
Our Next Parish St Vincent de Paul Donations is to be 01st/02nd October
For parishioners who may wish to contribute to this worthy program, any non-perishable food in tins, packets or boxes will do (but no glass please). In addition to a food hamper, a $30 Woolworths voucher is usually provided to enable the purchase of essentials like; fresh fruit and vegetables, baby food and more. Cash donations may be deposited in our SVDP/poor donation box at the entrance of the church, to enable the purchase of cash vouchers. Food donations may be left at the rear of the church, or, in our parish centre.  

Parishioners who may need a “helping hand,” may contact the SVDP Society for assistance, or speak with our local SVDP representatives: Bruno George (mobile: 0470571041) at Wilson Parish, or, Sister Charla (telephone: 93545083) at Riverton Parish. The names of those requesting and receiving assistance is always confidential.

Wednesday 14th September is the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
[image: See the source image]The Exaltation of the Holy Cross commemorates and is a reminder, of the importance of the core symbol of our faith, as well as, the sacrifice that Our Lord made upon the Holy Cross for our salvation. The Cross is the universal symbol of Christianity and represents hope, salvation and unconditional love. Our Lord loved us all so much, He chose to suffer a violent death on the Cross to save us from the shackles of sin. So, on this feast we commemorate the Holy Cross because the Son of God died on the Cross, for our salvation and opened the door to Heaven for all the faithful. 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross also celebrates the discovery of the True Cross by Saint Helena, in 320, under the temple of Venus in Jerusalem. Today, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre (which was built by the Crusaders in 1149) stands on this site. 

Note: To stop the faithful gathering at holy sites after the death of Jesus, the Romans flatten Cavalry/Golgotha and built a temple to the goddess Venus. So, 300 years later, St Helena was able to excavate under these buildings and recover and identify, these holy relics and sites.
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