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The Gospels make explicit God’s Word to us, through the teachings of Jesus Christ.
We are disciples of Jesus.
Gospel: Luke 14: 25-33
[bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14][bookmark: 15][bookmark: 33][bookmark: 34][bookmark: 35][bookmark: 36][bookmark: 37][bookmark: 38][bookmark: 39][bookmark: 40][bookmark: 41][bookmark: 42][bookmark: 43][bookmark: 44][bookmark: 45][bookmark: 46][bookmark: 47][bookmark: 48]Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me without hating his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. ‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and then found himself unable to finish the work, the onlookers would all start making fun of him and saying, “Here is a man who started to build and was unable to finish.” Or again, what king marching to war against another king would not first sit down and consider whether with ten thousand men he could stand up to the other who advanced against him with twenty thousand? If not, then while the other king was still a long way off, he would send envoys to sue for peace. So in the same way, none of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.’

In Summary
[image: See the source image]To be a disciple of Jesus involves radical choices! One must be single-minded in one’s commitment to Christ and not put anything else in a place of greater importance. The use of the word hate is difficult in this passage. Is Jesus really calling his disciples to ‘hate’ those who love us? Surely, we come to know something of the love of God through human love. The problem may lie in the Semitic languages, which lack some of the subtlety of modern idiom. In Hebrew, ‘to hate’ is the opposite of ‘to prefer’. What Jesus is really saying is that we must prefer to seek God rather than to seek earthly love or relationship. It is our relationship with God that is of utmost value. Discipleship comes at a cost! We must be prepared to go the whole way and not leave the task half done. Just as Jesus responded totally to the call of the Father, we too must give our total response to the call to follow him.
(From: Melbourne Archdiocese Summit – Exploring the Word)
In Conclusion 
[image: See the source image] Jesus continues his journey to Jerusalem followed by “Great crowds,” and the Jewish leaders feared Him.

Here, Jesus emphasizes that the way to discipleship and our journey to the Kingdom of God is a difficult path, “Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple” - it is a narrow door indeed! When it comes to making a choice for the Kingdom of God, nothing must get in the way. When Jesus describes “hating” one’s family, it is not to be taken literally, rather, He is emphasizing how very difficult it is to be a disciple. In Matthew's gospel of this same story (Matthew 10:37), Matthew records that Jesus refers not to “hating” father or mother, but to loving them more than Him: “'No one who prefers father or mother to me is worthy of me. No one who prefers son or daughter to me is worthy of me.” So, do not let Luke’s use of the word “hating,” detract from Jesus’ message here - discipleship must come before everything else - even family relationships and our own life. Jesus follows with two parables (a person constructing a tower and a king marching into battle) which makes two obvious points – have a plan and do not start what we cannot finish. 

Discipleship is difficult and is a journey we can only finish, if we have the Kingdom of God, as our final goal. The Gospel is our guide/plan to get there!!

Thursday 08th September is the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
[image: See the source image]The feast of the Nativity of Mary (08th September) begins nine months prior, when we celebrated the Immaculate Conception (08th December).

As in previous years the Legion of Mary, are preparing a 48 Hour Rosary Bouquet, as our birthday gift to the Blessed Virgin Mary (commencing on Monday 05th September, until Wednesday 07th September). All are invited to take part in this Birthday Rosary Bouquet, praying the Rosary either individually, or, collectively, anywhere and at any time, during this 48-hour period, for Mary’s blessings. There is to be a Mass of celebration at 12.10pm, at St Mary’s Cathedral, on Thursday 08th September 2022. 

Why not offer-up a Holy Rosary as your special “birthday” gift to our Blessed Mother in heaven?
PS: Rosary Prayer Cards are available at our Marian Chapel!!
                                                            Parish Worship Schedule 
A parish is a community of disciples of Jesus, who gather to celebrate the Mass and to “live the Gospel.” We are a community of Jesus’ disciples and our church is here for our collective and individual worship and prayers. We welcome the faithful to our Mass, or, to light a candle at our Marian chapel, or, to just pray in silence; and to grow spiritually.
Mass Times 			                                         Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu & Fri	        8.00 am (the Rosary after)
                                                                  Saturday 	                                      6.00 pm
Mass Times				           	                            Sunday                                          9.30 am
Reconciliation                                        Saturday night                             5.15 – 5.45 pm                                                                  
Anointing of the Sick		                          Liaise with Fr Greg
Baptisms, marriages and funerals     Liaise with Fr Greg

                                                          Our Prayers of the Faithful
In our parish prayers of the faithful, we pray to the Lord, to help and comfort our sick and suffering. We also pray for the souls of our recently departed, as well as, for those whose anniversaries, we remember at Mass today.
Prayers for Our Sick and Suffering 
Betsy De Waas, Frank De Luis, Nigel, Christina Sim, Maria Marshall, Claire Webster, Ivan Fletcher, Fabian Edmunds, Celia, Crowley family, Joe Sundaram, Thilak, Diana Scully, Bluey Thompson, Celeste Vicensoni, Carla, Annette, Joe Gibson, Georgina and Ronnie Ghosh, Gemma Altieri, Fred Kara,  Reg Brown, Mary & Derrick Jansen, Marie Webster Viola,  Gerry and Maisie Prendergast, James Rydqvist, Annie Magdalena Rydqvist, Anne Rydqvist, Dr Andrew Chilufya Snr, Robbie Iliffe, Donna Green, Horatio Hill, Ilean Wright, Cathy and Peter Ghouse, Jimmy Olivero, Kaye McIntyre, Jeff and Tony Francis, Fr Andre, Sheila Vanwieringan, CD Joseph, Marina Lim, Wendy Price, Julie Pinto, Christopher Jaffer, Yianni Donato, Bonnie Sullivan, Joslyn De Sylva and Philomena Rodrigues.
Anniversaries of our Beloved Departed
Annie Pinto (01 Sep), Alexis Brown (03 Sep), Phyllis Pattienco (04 Sep), Donny Hendricks (04 Sep), Geraldo & Irene Martins (05 Sep), Shirley Meynert (05 Sep), John Clark (06 Sep), Ivy Klass (07 Sep) and all our departed relatives and friends.
Jesus assured Martha at the tomb of Lazarus: “I am the Resurrection and the life; whoever believes in Me will live even though he dies” (John 11: 25-26).

Note: Parishioners may email Cliff at: cliffordgerard@bigpond.com, for any additions (or deletions) to our lists of sick, recently deceased and anniversaries, whom you wish to be included in our “Prayers of the Faithful.”  
Everyone has a name, and if we are to pray for them, we should say their name.
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We Welcome “God’s Little Children” to Our Mass
People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Mk 10: 13-14.
Activity sheets and colour pencils, are available at the rear of the church, to occupy the children during Mass. Parents may even pin their child’s work on the noticeboard (when space is available) for others to appreciate their efforts. 
[image: See the source image]Our Next Parish St Vincent de Paul Donations is to be 01st/02nd October
For parishioners who may wish to contribute to this worthy program, any non-perishable food in tins, packets or boxes will do (but no glass please). In addition to a food hamper, a $30 Woolworths voucher is usually provided to enable the purchase of essentials like; fresh fruit and vegetables, baby food and more. Cash donations may be deposited in our SVDP/poor donation box at the entrance of the church, to enable the purchase of cash vouchers. Food donations may be left at the rear of the church, or, in our parish centre.  

Parishioners who may need a “helping hand,” may contact the SVDP Society for assistance, or speak with our local SVDP representatives: Bruno George (mobile: 0470571041) at Wilson Parish, or, Sister Charla (telephone: 93545083) at Riverton Parish. The names of those requesting and receiving assistance is always confidential.

[image: See the source image]In This Fallen World – Do Not Despair – We Are Children of God!!
We live in a fallen world and so bad things happen. It means that we will have hurricanes and cyclones, storms and tsunamis, wars and unrest, floods and fires, draught and famine, pandemics, cancer, dementia, crime and violence, financial problems, betrayal, divorce, and other heart-breaking difficulties. If we allow the fallen state of this world to take over our hearts, it can lead us into desolation and even despair. The fallenness of this world is strong and it seeks to overtake us, eclipse our hearts, and drag us into darkness. But we are not orphans. God cares for us and gives us the strength to fight, to persevere, and to be instruments of goodness. And this is our task. As the children of God, we are too good and too loved to wallow in the darkness of this fallen world. We have been called to the peace and love, that comes from God. And so, when this fallen world wants us to believe that we are abandoned and no longer cared for, we can dismiss such thoughts and fill our minds with the truths of our faith. God is with us and we are greatly loved. By God’s grace, we can conquer the suffering and hardships of this fallen world. God’s light dispels the darkness and gives us hope. This world’s difficulties and sorrows will pass, but God’s grace remains, and this is the source of our peace and hope.

(Adapted from an article by a Catholic priest in the US - Father Jeffrey Kirby.  A Moral Theologian, an Adjunct Professor of Theology at Belmont Abbey College, a Senior Contributor to the Crux news site, and an author of several theological and spiritual works). Thanks Cliff.
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